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	Dear Parents and Carers,

As we approach half term I wanted to say thank you to everyone for making our start to the year so successful.  The children have been settled and happy and have had some lovely memorable experiences so far this year inclduing Roman cooking, learning to play Boccia, Forest School amongst many others.
Poetry Day
This week all of the children have written poetry based on the theme of ‘Wonder’.  This links brilliantly to our schools values where we apprecaite how things affect us, others, the world around us and beyond.  We held an Act of Worship this afternoon where the children had the opportunity to share their poems with the rest of the school.  We are very lucky to have some wonderfully cretaive writers amongst us!
Punctuality
I just wanted to remind everyone that all children need to be in school ready to learn at 8.55am.  We are notcing an increase in late arrivals and this means children are rushing into class and are possibly feeling anxious and overwhlemed by the fact they know they are late to school.  Please ensure you allow enough time to make sure your children arrive at school at 8.45am which will allow them to enter school in a happy and relaxed way and be ready to start the day with the rest of their friends.
Rabbits
I’m sure many of the children will have told you that we have two new additons to our ‘Feniton family’. Daisy and Chip joined us last Friday and have a new hutch provided by the FOFPS Team to live in behind our Year 5 classroom.  Each class will have the opportunity to care for the rabbits for a week each half term and I am hoping they will begin to also be used to support reading in our school library for those children who lack confidence.  There is a huge amount of research on how animals boost mental health and provide support in ways that humans can not.  I have checked our allergy register but if you do have any concerns around your child caring for Daisy and Chip please do let their Class Teacher know.

[image: ][image: ]I hope you all have a wonderful half term and we will look forward to seeing everyone on Monday 2nd November at 8.45am.
Warmest wishes,
LouisaMansfield
Head of School 

	


 
                                                                                                           
Owl Class
On Thursday morning, Year 6 thoroughly enjoyed delivering our Harvest goods around the local community. We were very proud of the children for showing such kindness, thoughtfulness and community spirit.  A huge thank you to everyone who generously donated items – your support is very much appreciated! 
[image: ]  [image: ]  [image: ]  [image: ]                      

Puffin Class
Puffin Class have been making dioramas in science, together we discussed the type of habitat that each animal the children chosen would have. We particularly looked at what they would not have as well.
The children chose their favourite animals, everything from anacondas, lemmings and penguins to wolf spiders and a duck-billed platypus.
A discussion followed about how they could show that their animal had everything to survive, food, water and shelter. The children found that the shelters needed were very different dependant on their animal, the way it moves, how and what it eats as well as the type of climate in those areas.
“You need the same habitat for your animals, if you don’t have the same one they live in they will just die.” Carter
“It was a little bit difficult to make all the things because you had to make it like the picture you drew.” Isobel
“We had to make a plan and make sure we didn’t choose the wrong colours.” Felicity
[image: ]“The animals needed everything to stay alive.” Charlie
“We used tissue paper to make them.” Emily
“It was very fun making it because we had to do lot of shaping of card.” Florrie
[image: ]“We needed the colours that go with the habitat for your animal.” Hallie
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		Class 
	Attendance

	Robin
	98

	Swallow
	94

	Puffin
	96

	Woodpecker
	95

	Kingfisher
	96

	Dove
	96

	Owl
	96

	Whole School
	96



	
		1st
	Axe
	3838

	2nd
	Exe
	2603

	3rd
	Otter 
	1640

	4th
	Clyst
	1275


Kindness Carrot winner this week –   Owl Class for delivering Harvest parcels to our local community.
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	Reception Max for perseverance with harvest colouring and Mason and good attitude towards learning.
Year 1  Eabha for a fantastic continuous line drawing and Harrison for fantastic progress in reading. 
Year 2 Arthur for excellent effort during class discussions and Felicity for excellent effort in tricky maths questions.
Year 3 Jack and Indiana for wonderful cave art with charcoal.
Year 4  Lilly and Holly for using column addition in Maths.
Year 5 Josh and Lottie
Year 6 Leo for wonderful use of dialogue in his writing and Eira for fantastic presentation.
 


	Dates to note:
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	November
6th November—Welcome Winter Disco 
11th Novemebr – 10.45am Remembrance Service on the school playground (all welcome)
16th November – Odd Socks Day
17th November—Tempest School Photos
20th November – Wear pyjamas for Children in Need
28th November—Breakfast with Santa
December
7th December—Reception/Year 1 Nativity 1.30pm
8th December—Year 3/4 Nativity 1.30pm
		KS2 Christmas Carol Service in St Andrews Church
9th December— Year 2 Nativity 1.30pm
10th December – Year 6 Trip to We The Curious
11th December—Christmas Break The Rules Day!
14th December—R/1 Christmas Craft Morning
 


	Designated Safeguarding Lead for Otter Valley 	
[image: ]Federation:  Amanda Fulford, Executive  Headteacher
Safeguarding Governor: Mark Humphries
Designated Safeguarding Lead: Louisa Mansfield, Head of School
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Janice Strawbridge, Teacher
Alternatively you can contact  The Front Door on 0345 155 1071
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	Email:

	
	www.feniton.devon.sch.uk

	
	01404 850303
	
	office@feniton.devon.sch.uk


Updated Early Year Food Safety Guidance – please see below the suggestions for reducing the risk of choking in children.
· remove any stones and pips from fruit.
· cut small round foods (like grapes, strawberries and cherry tomatoes) lengthways and into quarters
· cut large fruits (like melon) and hard fruit or vegetables (like raw apple and carrot) into slices instead of small chunks
· cut sausages into thin strips rather than chunks (sausages should be avoided due to their high salt content)
· remove bones from meat or fish
· do not give whole nuts to children under five years old
· do not give whole seeds to children under five years old
· cut cheese into strips rather than chunks
· consider wholemeal or toasted bread as white bread can form a doughy ball in the throat, and cut all types of bread into strips for very young children
[image: ]· do not give children popcorn as a snack
· do not give children hard sweets

[image: ]  [image: ]

A little woodland adventure for Christmas—and £1 per book for our school!
Helen’s Story Sproutlets books, Jump Dug Jump! and Discover with Dug and Finn!, are available for £7.99 each, with £1 per book sold supporting Feniton or Tipton St John School. A £19.99 Christmas Gift Pack includes both books, wrapping, an exclusive bookmark and a gift tag, and raises £2 for our school. Optional gift-tag names and a short handwritten dedication inside both books are included at no extra charge.
[image: ]Scan the QR code or follow the link, select Feniton or Tipton St John, and choose free school collection. Helen will deliver collection orders to school on or before 17 December 2026. Please wait for your ready-to-collect email before collecting. 
Order and pay by 11:59pm on Saturday 14 November 2026.
https://storysproutlets-orders.helenstorysproutlets.workers.dev/


Feniton Future Community Action Group (FFCAG)
Community Update Autumn 2026
Community Speed Watch (CSW)
Feniton's Community Speed Watch group is now formally registered. A sincere thank you to the volunteers who have completed their online training. However, we are still waiting for several volunteers to complete theirs before activities can commence.
Additional volunteers would be very welcome, helping to share responsibilities and ensure the scheme can operate effectively.
Community Speed Watch sessions are self-led, with dates and times agreed collectively by volunteers. Sessions can run for as long as volunteers are available and require a minimum of two trained participants.
Community Speed Watch does not issue speeding tickets. Its purpose is to encourage safer driving through education, improve road safety, and gather evidence to challenge Devon County Council Highways' position that Feniton's lanes are suitable for any further increase in traffic levels.
If you feel you would like to get involved please email fenitonfuture@btinternet.com or drop a note into the Suggestion Box in the Spar. The group can be followed on Facebook.
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Whole School Attendance for the Autumn Jerm
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TIVERTON
MUSEUM

of Mid Devon Life

Visit the museum by torchlight
(it will be darker from 6pm)
and find the museum ghosts!
£3 per child plus normal
admission for adults (museum
members half price admission
and £2 per child). Please bring

your own torch.

WEDNESDAY 28

24-310CTOBER
OCTOBER, 5:007:00pm 4

(closed sunday)

i us for an Adults Only Fright
Night! Dare you brave the
museum at night? Normal
admission (museum members
half price admission)
bring your own torch

ocroBR

Make a spooky scarecrow! )
£3 per child with paying adult
(£2.50 per child with a museum

member). Drop-in

vzlstAv 27 & WEDNESDAY
OCTOBER, 10:30-12:30

Please
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Calling all little movers! Join us for a FREE
fun-filled morning of music and movement
for 2-4 year olds and their grown-ups.

Each session is packed with songs, dancing and.
wiggles, and ends with a cosy story.

Afterwards, stay for tea, coffee and cake while the
litle ones enjoy squash and biscuits. It's a lovely
chance to meet other families, explore our setting

2 and chat with our team.

Session dates: 5 and 19 November and
/ 3 and 17 December, 9-10am

g
o book your place
e | Dl EXeter
SlL@exeterschool.org.uk (==, Pre-Prep School
The Avenue, Exminster

LAl PG
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Tan by feacher® 8.30am - 5.00pm every day

Free breakfast and afternoon snack included

MONDAY 26" TUESDAY 27t THURSDAY 29" What we offer.

fsted regis
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ErnTRE Morning Activities: Morning Activities: Morning Activities: wispid
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Arts & Crafts Arts & Craft: contribute significantly
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Home time 5.00pm | Hometime5.00pm | Home time 5.00pm | Home time 5.00pm
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