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Dear Parents,  
I hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas, and I would like to say thank you for the cards and presents I 
received.   
           
Topics 
This half term our topic is ‘Animals’ and we will be using the stories ‘Elmer’, ‘Bat learns to dance’ and ‘Dear 
Zoo’.  I will be helping the children to become immersed in these stories and they will be learning to orally 
retell them using story maps.  Different areas of the curriculum will also be linked including science, 
geography, dance, PSHRE, music and art. We will use non-fiction books and the internet to find out 
information about different animals and where they live.  We will also be finding out about the celebration 
of the Chinese New Year and the children will have the opportunity to try some Chinese food!   In RE, the 
children will be thinking about which places are special, and why they are, to themselves and to people of 
different religions. 
In Maths we will be developing number sense using numbers up to 10.  We will be continuing focusing on 
subitising, partitioning numbers and using 5 frames and will be extending this to using 10 frames, addition, 
subtraction, sharing and doubling. In Phonics we will be continuing to learn the Phase 3 sounds and will 
be using the sounds learnt to develop reading and writing. The children will be encouraged to use their 
phonic knowledge to write for different purposes e.g. labels and descriptions.   
Please ensure you look on Tapestry regularly for observations on your child and updates.  
 
Paignton Zoo trip 
On Friday 3rd February Reception class will be going to Paignton Zoo, to see and learn about some of the 
different animals there.  If you have volunteered to help, I will be in contact with you shortly. 
 
Phase 3 Phonics Meeting 
This will be in the week beginning 23rd January and will provide the opportunity for you to find out more 
about Phase 3 phonics, especially digraphs and trigraphs.  I will also share different ways for you to support 
your child at home with reading and writing.  More information to follow. 
 
Reading 
This term, the children will have a phonic decodable reading book and word strip, as well as a library book, 
each week. It will really help your child’s reading if your child reads the decodable reading book to you 
each day. It is good practice for them to read the same book several times as this can help improve fluency.  
We will change the books each week so please do put them back in the book bag by Thursday. The word 
strips, which can be kept at home, will help your child to spot digraphs or trigraphs in words. The children 
will also need to be able to read and write ‘tricky’ words, which are not decodable.  The ones taught so far 
are in the plastic wallet for you to also practice with your child regularly.  
 
PE kit 
This term, the children need to have a PE kit, consisting of black shorts and plain white t- shirt, both named.  
If you currently help your child to dress/undress, please encourage them to start doing it independently.  
They will not need trainers until the summer term. 
 
A few reminders 
Please make sure sweatshirts and cardigans, snack pots, drinks bottles and lunch boxes are clearly named.  
Please also ensure your child has a change of clothes in school in case of any ‘accidents’.   
 
If you have any queries or concerns, please contact me via Tapestry or the school office. 
Many thanks, 
Mrs Palfrey  
 


