
Reception Long Term Plan 
(Please note this is subject to change depending on children’s needs and interests) 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Me Festivals and 
celebrations 

Animals Changes Minibeasts Journeys 

Key stories From Head to Toe 
Super Duper You! 
Amazing Grace 
Three Little Pigs  
 
 

Guy Fawkes 
Toby and the Great 
Fire of London 
Rama and Sita 
Nativity story 
Dear Santa 

Elmer 
Dear Zoo 
Handa’s Surprise/ 
The Tiger Who 
Came to Tea 
 
 

Owl Babies 
The Enormous 
Turnip 
Little Red Hen 
 
 

The Very Busy 
Spider 
Snail Trail 
William the 
Worm/ 
Superworm 
 

3 Billy Goats Gruff 
We’re Going on a 
Bear Hunt 
Little Polar Bear/ 
Peter Puffin 
 

Children will be encouraged to join in with oral storytelling and to make use of props when role playing characters in narratives and 
stories. They will answer questions about stories and explore vocabulary used.  Non-fiction books and poems will also be read to the 
children. 

Rhymes Children will be learning different nursery rhymes and number rhymes to support their communication and language skills. 

Phonics and 
Literacy 

Phase 2 phonics 
Writing labels 
Handwriting 

Phase 3 phonics 
Writing captions and sentences 
Handwriting 

Phase 4 phonics 
Writing for different purposes  
Handwriting 

Reading will be in guided sessions and will use phonic decodable books.  There will also be opportunities in the continuous provision 
for children to apply their skills. 

Maths Focus on numbers to 5 – including adding, 
subtraction, number bonds to 5 
Length 
 

Focus on numbers to 10 – including 
adding, subtraction, sharing and doubling, 
odd and even numbers, number bonds to 
10 
Weight and capacity 

Focus on numbers to 20 – including 
adding, subtraction, sharing and doubling 
Distance 
 

Subitising, shapes, measures and patterns will be taught throughout the year. 

Understanding 
the World 

Families and homes 
Homes in the past 
Life in this country 
compared to other 
countries 

Historical stories 
Chemical changes and 
exploring materials 
 

Different 
environments 
Similarities and 
differences 
between animals 
Melting and  

Life cycles in plants 
and animals 
Changes from baby 
to infant 
Day and night 
Exploring materials 

Geographical 
features and 
history of the 
school 

Different 
environments 
Similarities and 
differences between 
life in this country 
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Dissolving and 
exploring materials 
 
 
 

exploring materials 
 

Fossils 
 
 

Similarities and 
differences 
between animals 
Exploring 
materials 
 
 
 

compared to others 
with focus on the  
Solomon islands  
Floating and sinking 
and exploring 
materials 
 
 

The weather and seasons will be studied throughout the year, with children being encouraged to explore their immediate 
surroundings. STEM challenges will also be given.  Historical artefacts and figures, maps/globes and non-fiction books will be in the 
continuous provision.  

ICT Children will have opportunities to use ICT throughout the year in the form of interactive games eg Phonics play, purple iboard, 
Topmarks maths games; age-related programmes eg drawing programme Dazzle; using an ipad eg to take photographs; using the 
internet for information; Google Earth images. 

Music Call and repeat songs 
Action songs 
Performance singing in Nativity show 

Body percussion 
Playing musical instruments 
Rhythm 

Playing musical instruments  
Patterns and conducting 
Performance singing for summer concert 

Throughout the year children will have opportunities to listen to live music and to hear different genre of music. 

Art/DT Artist: Arcimboldo 
Joining 
Paint mixing 
 

Sewing 
Clay 
 
 

Artist: Mondrian  
Junk modelling 
 

Artist: Van Gogh 
Observational 
drawings 
 
 

Artist: Kandinsky 
Printing 
Wax resist 
Clay 
 

Artists: Goldsworthy; 
Monet 
Making models  
Paper mache 

Throughout the year, children will have opportunities to explore different media such as pencil, crayon, paint, oil pastels, chalk, 
collage and natural materials.  Cooking will also happen through the year. 

PSHE Rules and 
expectations 
Personal safety 
Being positive 
about self 

Firework/bonfire 
safety 
Sensitivity/caring for 
others 
 

 

Relationships  
Similarities and 
differences 
between self and 
others 

Managing 
emotions and well- 
being 

Ways to stay 
healthy 
 

Taking care of the 
environment 
Transition 
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Similarities and 
differences 
between self and 
others including 
families and homes 
 

 

 

 

RE Being special Why is Christmas 
special to Christians? 

What places are 
special and why? 

Why is Easter 
special to 
Christians? 
 

Why is the word 
God so important 
to Christians? 

Big Questions 

PE Adventure playground  
Co-operation games 
Funfit 
Bean bags 

Funfit 
Ball skills 
Gym 
Large apparatus 

Co-operation games 
Throwing and catching 
Sports day activities 

Dance sessions will run throughout the year, linked to the different topics.  In addition to PE sessions, children will exercise daily eg 
adventure playground, bikes/scooters, own games, co-operation games, hoops, bean bags. 

Events and 
Experiences 

European Language 
Day 
Harvest festival 
 

Children In Need 
Remembrance Day 
Nativity show 

Chinese New Year 
celebrations 

World Book Day 
Comic/Sports Relief 
Mother’s Day 
Easter  
Barn owl 
experience 

Minibeast 
experience 
Arts week 
 

Father’s Day 
Science week 
Trip 

Throughout the year, visits from ‘people who help us’ eg School Crossing Patrol Officer, Firefighter, Dental nurse, Police, Nurse will be 
arranged. 

 


