
Feniton Primary Forest 
School
Background and progress



What is Forest School?

• Originated in Scandinavia and widely adopted in Denmark in the 1980’s as 
a solution to the lack of indoor facilities for pre-school children.

• In 1993 a group of nursery nurses and lecturers visited Forest Schools in 
Sweden and witnessed the benefits. On their return to the UK they 
developed a programme, training and accreditation for other practitioners.

• Now widely accepted across the UK as a valuable mode of learning for all. 
Forest Schools have now been adopted by schools, early years settings, 
environmental projects and community groups, run by trained staff in their 
own grounds or local woodlands. 



Six principles of Forest School

Long-term process of 

frequent and regular 

sessions in a woodland or 

natural environment

Takes place in a woodland or 

natural wooded environment 

to support the development 

of a relationship between the 

learner and the natural world

Aims to promote the holistic 

development of all those 

involved, fostering resilient, 

confident, independent and 

creative learners

Provides learners the 

opportunity to take supported 

risks appropriate to the 

environment and to 

themselves

Forest School is run by 

qualified Forest School 

practitioners who 

continuously maintain and 

develop their professional 
practice

Uses a range of learner-

centred processes to create 

a community for 

development and learning



What is happening at Feniton?

• PTA fund raising campaign generated more than £6,000

• Funding has paid for training of one Level 3 Forest School leader

• Year groups attend Forest School one afternoon per week for half a term

• Social and emotional benefits for children and staff

• Curriculum crossover, including PSHE, Science and Art



Progression at Forest School

• Fire lighting and cooking

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Observe and 
talk about fire 
lighting 
process. Able 
to show safe 
entry and exit 
around fire 
circle.

Be safe 
around a fire. 
Contribute to 
fire lighting by 
gathering fuel. 

Experience 
using fire 
strikers to 
spark a flame. 
Light a piece 
of cotton wool 
(fairy pillow). 
Fire safety and 
the fire 
triangle.

Cooking on a 
camp fire 
(roast food). 
Make and 
tend a fire 
safely.

Light a fairy 
fire and keep 
it going.

Prepare and 
light a 
campfire with 
supervision.



What might a typical session involve?

1. Check in

2. Sit spot

3. Safety 
demo / focus

4. Child led 
activities

5. Fire

6. Smores 7. Games

8. Check out

9. Story



What do the children say?

“It is fun to sit around the fire, 

talking and playing games.”

“My favourite thing is making 

dens and toasting 

marshmallows.”



Thank you

Any questions?


