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Reception Rangers 

As part of our topic on mini-beasts we 
had a look in some leaf litter for some 
mini-beasts and different groups 
found a snail, slug, millipede, a beetle 
and lots of woodlice! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We followed this with a visit from 
Animals2USouthwest.  Marie brought 
a selection of mini-beasts with her, 
which included giant millipedes, giant 
leaf insects, giant stick insects and a 
tarantula!! As well as finding out some 
interesting facts about these animals, 
the children were given the opportuni-
ty to touch or hold the animals! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Year 1  

The children in Year 1 have had a real-
ly busy half term. 

We have started to study a geography 
unit on beaches which started with a 
‘Wow’ beach built in our little play-
ground.  

 

The children got to experience digging 
in the sand and a pretend fish in the 
rock pools for different sea creatures. 

The children heard a story about a 
little girl called Sally who got a 
limpet stuck on her finger! They 
received a letter from her and be-
gan to learn about beaches so they 
could write a reply. We thought 
about what beaches looked like, 
using lots of great geographical 
language. We also learned about 
why people want to go to beaches 
but the effects that humans have 
on them.  We used pictures of at-
tractions in Exmouth and used a 
map to find out where we would 
find them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The children really enjoyed the 
clay and art work they had done 
linked to our seaside topic. They 
looked closely at seaside crea-
tures, persevering and having an-
other go to improve their first 
attempts. We have really enjoyed 
colour mixing for our Rainbow Fish 
scales. 
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I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the 

full.  
John 10:10 

 
Be inspired by this uplifting poem. 
Take time to listen to this in the 
half term break: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=LA7fGLK35wQ  
 
Our half termly newsletter is back 
to celebrate the learning that has 
been taking place around the school 
this half term: 
 
Little Explorers 

The children in Little Explorers 
have enjoyed making wax rubbings 
to help them learn and talk about 
the different textures of objects in 
the environment.  
 
 
 
 

Mud kitchen fun! Making a  
special birthday cake 
with 4 candles on for a friend in  
Little Explorers.  
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LA7fGLK35wQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LA7fGLK35wQ


 
Year 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We've had fun in Year 2 learning how to 
measure things.  We've been recording 
temperatures inside and out, weighing 
objects on scales and finding out about 
length.  We've also made sock puppet 
characters like Minnie Mouse, Thor, a 
spider,  and a pink bear!  We'll be making 
use of them again if they're still availa-
ble for performances after half term, 
when we'll be writing our own plays!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3  

As part of our English lessons, we      
followed instructions to make a woolly 
mammoth. Then we analysed the         
instructions and decided whether there 
were any areas that we could improve. 
Most of us decided it would have been a 
good idea to include an image or diagram 
to see what the finished model should 
look like. 

 

 

 

 
Year 4  

‘Over this term we have been 
looking at plastics and reading a 
book called Plastic Sucks by 
Dougie Poynter.’ Mollie 
 
 ‘We have been looking at plastic 
pollution; every minute one rub-
bish truck is dumping rubbish in 
the sea.’ Josh   

‘We have been looking at sculp-
tures made from plastic and a 
variety of other things involving 
plastic. The artist we have been 
looking at is Robert Bradford.‘ 
Ross 
 
Robert Bradford emailed the 
class with a few ideas about how 
to start our structure off from 
layered cardboard, he uses wood 
and screws on the plastic, we 
have used cardboard and stuck 
on the plastic once we had cut 
and shaped it.  

Year 5 
 
Year 5 have been learning about 
evacuation during World War 
Two. The children have spent 
time considering how children 
would have felt about being evac-
uated and how this impacted 
their lives.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
At the end of the two weeks, the 
children wrote a letter full of emo-
tion and description. In music, chil-
dren spent time considering whether 
they agreed that Vera Lynn is an in-
spirational singer. Following this, 
children learnt and performed, 
‘Goodnight Children Everywhere’, a 
song played by the BBC every night 
for evacuated children. 
Thank you to parents for sending in a 
letter on evacuee day and sharing 
their family’s artefacts of WWII. 
The children have been fascinated 
with everything that has been 
brought in and we look forward to 
exploring WWII in more detail after 
half term. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 6 
 
Year Six have been studying      
Shakespeare’s The Tempest this half 
term. They have considered cause, 
effect and motive in each of the 
play’s exciting characters. Writing a 
letter of persuasion to Prospero to 
challenge his actions was popular, but 
class debate and drama thrilled us all 
the most.  

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forest Sessions 

We didn’t want Year 6 leaving this term 
without experiencing Forest Sessions... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
“Really exciting experience at Forest 
Sessions, because we learnt so many dif-
ferent things that we can do outside.” 
 
“We were taught many different skills 
and how to use them safely.” 
 
“Toasting Smores around the campfire 
was always a favourite with us all!” 
 
“It’s good to be outside!” 
 
 
 

 
Thank you again to everyone who 
donated to the PTA Rocketfund 
this half term and raised £3,000 
towards funding Mrs Kilbride’s 
Forest School Leader training 
and funding for classes to take 
part in sessions next year. 
 
School Visits Next Half 
Term 
Before the summer holidays we 
hope all classes will have the   
opportunity to enjoy learning out-
doors with a school visit. Year 6 
will be spending two days at    
Bicton College taking part in out-
door pursuits; Year 1 will be off 
to the beach and some classes 
will be exploring woodlands.  
We are purposefully trying to 
keep costs low, to help families 
at this time, but we also know 
parents will support us with our 
plans to make the summer term 
an enjoyable time. 
All visits will be rigorously risk 
assessed to ensure they are in-
line with our Covid measures. 
 
 
As you will see from the  
Diary Dates, we are hopeful that 
we will be able to hold events for 
our Year 6 Leavers and some 
form of Sports Day. We will keep 
you updated in our Weekly  
Bulletins. 
 
We also look forward to          
welcoming back Reverend Dave 
and Graham Harry, our Youth 
Pastor, to take part in weekly 
acts of worship with different 
bubbles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Well Done! 

Congratulations to Otter (Red) and 
Clyst (Green) houses who have col-
lected the most house points this 
half term. 

They can enjoy a non-uniform day 
on Friday 18th June! 

 

Transition to new classes 

At the beginning of next half term 
we will inform children and parents 
of the class teacher they will be 
moving to in September. 

All children will spend a couple of 
half days with their new class teach-
er in July and teachers will meet to 
‘hand-over’ information to ensure a 
smooth transition. Teachers will be 
aware of the children who will find 
this transition difficult and addition-
al support will be provided. 

 

End of Year Report 

Your child’s End of Year Report will 
be sent home at the beginning of 
July and you will have the chance to 
meet with your child’s current teach-
er to talk about progress, should you 
wish to. We can not confirm at this 
time whether these meetings will be 
face to face or online. 

At the end of July we also hope to 
provide Q&A sessions for parents to 
meet with the new class teacher. 

 

New Starters 

Many of our Little Explorers will be 
moving on to Reception Rangers.  

We are planning a get together with 
new parents at the start of July. 
More details will follow after half 
term. 

Current Reception Parents 

We are very aware that we have 
some parents in our current Recep-
tion class who have not been able to 
visit school before. This is as 
strange for us, as it is for you! 

As soon as possible, we will arrange a 
time for parents to visit for a tour 
of the school and the classroom and 
to meet your child’s next teacher in 
person. 

These arrangements are subject to 
government Covid 19 guidelines;  

fingers crossed! 



Arts Week 
This week we have enjoyed lots of 
art and we look forward to unveiling 
our new-look farmyard after half 
term! 
 
Year 6 Torbay and Devon Civic 
Award 
Our Year 6’s have been working     
towards their Torbay and Devon Civic 
Award and will be assessed in June. 
This award has encouraged the     
children to pursue new hobbies and 
play an active role in their local     
community.  
This will be our third year taking part 
in the award and each year we are 
amazed by the children’s initiative,   
independence and desire to make a   
positive difference to their own lives 
and to others. Good luck Year 6! 
 
Important Change to School 
Term Dates 2021/2022  
Change for the school holidays      
December 2021 to January 2022.  
  
The change is to take into account 
national dates to celebrate the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022.  
  
The new dates will align with DCC 
school transport.  
 
The amended dates are as follows:  
Last day of Autumn Term – Friday 
17th December 2021  
 
Christmas Holiday – Saturday 
18th December – Tuesday 
4th January 2022  
 
First day of Spring Term –
Wednesday 5th January 2022  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

DIARY DATES  
2 week half term break  
Monday 31st May – Friday 
11th June 2021  
 
1st day back next half term  
Monday 14th June 2021  
 
Dates Next Half Term  
 
Year 6 Civic Award Assessments – 
Tuesday 15th June  
 
Class photos (Reception – Year 6) - 
Thursday 17th June   
 
Non-Uniform Day for Otter (Red and 
Clyst (Green)- 
Friday 18th June 
 
Year 5 Bikeability - 
WB 21st June  
 
Year 6 Outdoor Adventures at Bicton – 
23rd – 24th June  
 
End of Year Reports sent home –  
Monday 5th July  
  
Transition mornings for children to 
meet new class teachers –  
13th and 15th July  
 
Parent/Teacher Meetings –  
Wednesday 14th July  
 
Sports Day – (Including Little Explor-
ers) Monday 19th July  
 
Q&A Session for parents to meet new 
class teacher – 20th and 21st July (end 
of school day)  
  
Year 6 Celebration Service (and picnic 
weather permitting)  
Tuesday 27th July 2pm – Year 6  
parents invited.  
  
Last day of term –  
Wednesday 27th July  
  
(Some of these events are            
dependent on national 
Covid restrictions being lifted 
to allow us to meet in larger 
groups. More details to follow.)   
 

 

 
Track and Trace over the Half Term 
Break 
 
If your child tests positive for Covid in 
the half term break and their symp-
toms began over the period Sat 29th - 
Mon 31st May, you must contact 
school to allow contact tracing to 
begin.  This only applies to children 
who were in school for the last days 
of term.  
 
Parents only need to inform the school 
of a positive test result. 
 
Where a child or staff member has 
tested positive for COVID, but has not 
been in school in the time period 2 days 
before the onset of symptoms to 10 
days after, there is no requirement to 
contact the school.  
 
Parents are requested to contact the 
school via email: 
covid19@ottervalleyfederation.org 
(Not the normal admin email address) 
 
This email address can also be used on 
the weekend before school reopens on 
Monday the 14th June, to inform the 
school . 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 


